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Let us this month
* Attend a free health class a m S a I n
* Say Happy Birthday to those listec®sn

page 12

* Strengthen our disaster prepared-

ness kit in the home ' r
* Send photos to Fr. David Blanchett ? a s s es

* Plan to attend Book of the Month
discussion session

* Volunteer to help with the homgias
ministfjfast Thursday of each
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Rector Fr. Gregory Johnson were each presented with their very own iag- ' netic Oscar for the fantastic work, dedication
and |l ove they shower on St Mary of o6i i d6ili

At the Aloha Towers, Charlene Date was given a special
recognition for her work coordinating the feeding of the
homel ess at St. Mary of Mobi l

The Johnsons:

together stays
together.

Thank you Christopher Date for the out-
standing media and sound work done during
Sunday worship
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Work has started on a Native Gardenm
be located on three sides of Soldier Chapel
at St. Mary of Modbil i

The project is designed, implemented and
coordinated by Aulani Johnson and is ex-
pected to be completed by April 2018.

The Native Garden will feature four vegetation zones:
1 Moderately wet vegetation zone
2 Dry vegetation zone
3 Lowland forested zone
4 Lowland Dry Coastal Zone

g Within the Native garden will be a mixture of:
Endangered

Threaten

At Risk

Vulnerable

St . Mar y 0 “Sa
communi ty s
thanks Aulani Johnsof
for his wisdom, passic
and dedication to havi
a premier Native Garded}
within walking distanc
of the Neighborhood @
Mooi I i 61l i, so that the p
about indigenous plants in Hawaii
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Excitement was in the air. Five youth, be-
cause of the efforts of an organization Neighbors
Helping NeighboisMo 6 i | i 6i I i / McCul | y
ship with St. Mary of Mo 6
opening their a savings account at the University .
of Hawaii Federal Credit Uniod.Saving for col- Standing is Evelyn Hao

lege or Trade school in the future. Coordinator Neighbors Helping

NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS - Mo'liliMcGully

Each youth received $10 in quar-
ters form St. Mar y
from University of HawaiiManoa

and a passbook, pencil case and
coloring book from University of

Hawaii Federal Credit Union.
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Michael Cheang, Associate Professor, Department gf- -
Family and Consumer Sciences at University of Hawalily
Manoa, explained to parents and youth about saving.

Add Up the Money You Can Save!

Peor
Day 1 Week 30 Days __1Year 5 Years 10 Years 20 Years
3 100 4 & 1] 365 1826 ases2 7,305
s 2.00 | 4 &0 | 730 | 3652 | 7.304 | 14610
$ 300 | 21 | <0 | 1,095 | w= [ 1J<'f | :‘71 <A
s y.00 | 28 [ 120 | 1.460 | 7.304 | 14 608 | 29.220
$ 500 | | | | 9130 | 18,260 | 36,525
;’, 64037“ 42 | 180 | 10, v;r; = 21797'27 ' 43,830
[+ 700 s | 210 | s 12782 | 28,564 | 1.135
S 3—00—' o | 240 | 2920 | 14,608 | 20,216 ? ?ﬁ‘:L
9.00 | & | 270 | 3.285 _ 16434 | 32,868 65.745
Li;éo “ 70 %0 | 3650 | 18260 | 36,520 73,050 X e p
s 1n.oo | 77 3% | 4015 | 20,086 40,172 80,355 i - . o
B oes ‘ e e P 7.0 Fr. Gregory is thanking Michael Cheang while Evelyn Hao looks on.

After answering all the questio
about saving, everyone pres
wal ked from St
Credit Union. They were met &
Branch Manager Tyanna Nihei ang
three supervisors: Janel, Sam
Alice. The supervisors greet
guided and assisted the youth
opening an account and depositi
their money. The youth were rea
thrilled to use the coin counting m
chine.

VNIVERSITY OF HAWAIT
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

If this is a ministry you would like tg
support, please make your donatio
St . Maryos Epi s c*8
marked Neighbors Helping Neighbofs
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Reclaiming Jesus

A Confession of Faith in a Time of Crisis

e are living through perilous and polarizing times as a nation, with a dangerous crisis of moral

and political leadership at the highest levels of our government and in our chuvehieslieve the soul of
the nation and the integrity of faith are now at stake.

It is time to be followers of Jesus before anythingdleationality, political party, race, ethnicity, gender, geogréplour iden-

tity in Christ precedes every other identity. We pwthatyout hat
are my disciples, if you have love for one anothero (John
When politics undermines our theology, we must examlfme t I
and | ove of Jesus Christ. The governmentdds role is tebwv-seryv
ior while restraining bad behavior (Romans 13). When that role is undermined by political leadership, faith leadersdmpstrstan

speak out. Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. said, 0S3udeebutchur

rather the conscience of the state. o

It is often the duty of Christian leaders, especially elders, to speak the truth in love to our churches and to nameagachstar
temptations, racial and cultural captivities, false doctrines, and political idofaties even our complicity in them. We do Isere
with humility, prayer, and a deep dependency on the grace and Holy Spirit of God.

This letter comes from a retreat on Ash Wednesday, 2018. In this season of Lent, we feel deep lamentations for thier state of
nation, and our own hearts are filled with confession for the sins we feel called to address. The true meaning of theriaooe re
is to turn around. It is time to lament, confess, repent, and turn. In times of crisis, the church has historicallyp lesttmadd Jesus
Christ.

Jesus is Lord. That is our foundational confession. It was central for the early church and needs to again becomeséditral to
Jesus is Lord, then Caesar wasonobr any other political ruler since. If Jesus is Lord, no other authority is absolute Clemis

and the kingdom of God he announced, is the Christiabeds f
done, on earth as it is in heaveno (Matthew 6: 10) .this@arth. f ai
The question we face is this: Who is Jesus Christ for us today? What does our loyalty to Christ, as disciples, raquire at t
mo me nt in our hi story? We believe it is time to renew ourl
Lordodo means today is the message we commend as el ders to o
What we believe |l eads us to what we must reject. OQustofYes

what we confront. Therefore, we offer the following six affirmations of what we believe, and the resulting rejectionsoefspaad
policies by political leaders which dangerously corrode the soul of the nation and deeply threaten the public integfaitinf\bie
pray that we, as followers of Jesus, will find the depth of faith to match the danger of our political crisis.

ReclaimingJesus.org

. WEBELIEVEeach human being is made in Godds i mage and | ikenes:s
That image and likeness confers a divinely decreed dignity, worth, andji@ad equality to all of us as children of the onedGo

who is the Creator of all things. Racial bigotry is a brutal denial of the image of God (the imago dei) in some of greotididd.

Our participation in the global community of Christ absolutely prevents any toleration of racial bigotry. Racial justiediag@re

biblical and theological issues for us, and are central to the mission of the body of Christ in the world. We give ththeks for
prophetic role of the historic black churches in America when they have called for a more faithful gospel.



http://www.reclaimingjesus.org/
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THEREFORE, WE REJECT the resurgence of white nationalism and racism in our nation on many fronts, including the highest
levels of political leadership. We, as followers of Jesus, must clearly reject the use of racial bigotry for politidatgeenhave

seen. In the face of such bigotry, silence is complicity. In particular, we reject white supremacy and commit ourselpes to he
dismantle the systems and structures that perpetuate white preference and advantage. Further, any doctrines ortpgétdhalbstra

use racist resentments, fears, or language must be named as péblionsirthat goes back to the foundation of our nation and
lingers on. Racial bigotry must be antithetical for those belonging to the body of Christ, because it denies the trgtspmdl the
profess.

Il. WE BELIEVE we are one body. In Christ, there is to be no oppression based on race, gender, identity, or class (Galatians 3:28’
The body of Christ, where those great human divisions are to be overcome, is meant to be an example for the res\dfigociety.
we fail to overcome these oppressive obstacles, and even perpetuate them, we have failed in our vocation @ ttee procldm

and live the reconciling gospel of Christ.

THEREFORE, WE REJECT misogyny, the mistreatment, violent abuse, sexual harassment, and assault of women that has be
further revealed in our culture and politics, including our churches, and the oppression of any other child of God. Wehtament
such practices seem publicly ignored, and thus privately condoned, by those in high positions of leadership. We steespéat,the
protection, and affirmation of women in our families, communities, workplaces, politics, and churches. We support theusourage
truth-telling voices of women, who have helped the nation recognize these abuses. We confess sexism as a sin, requiring
repentance and resistance.

lll. WE BELIEVE how we treat the hungry, the thirsty, the naked, the stranger, the sick, and the prisoner is how we treat Christ hir
self. (Matthew25:346) ATruly | tell you, just as you did it idibtoone
me. o6 God <calls wus to protect and seek justice for t hose
Aoppressed, 06 fistrangers, o0 fioutsiders, o0 or other wisellegualnsi c
in divine dignity and love. Our proclamation of the lordship of Jesus Christ is at stake in our solidarity with the neodileulif

our gospel i s not figood news to the poor, o6 it is not the g
THEREFORE, WE REJECT the language and policies of political leaders who would debase and abandon the most vulnerabl
children of God. We strongly deplore the growing attacks on immigrants and refugees, who are being made into cultutedand pol
target s, and we need to remind our churches that Gasl938akes
-34). We wono6t ac c eqbding of bwinconme (amikes and ahifdrert, dané wewvidl tesist repeated attempentp

health care to those who most need it. We confess our growing national sin of putting the rich over the poor. We nejeatathe i
logic of cutting services and programs for the poor while cutting taxes for the rich. Budgets are moral documents. Waucommit
selves to opposing and reversing those policies and finding solutions that reflect the wisdom of people from differaljiqntitis

and philosophies to seek the common good. Protecting the poor is a central commitment of Christian discipleship, td®hich 2,0
verses in the Bible attest.

IV. WE BELIEVE that truth is morally central to our personal and public lives. Twelting is central to the prophetic biblical
tradition, whose vocation includes speaking the Word of God into their societies and speaking the truth to power. A cotamitmen
speaking truth, the ninth commandment of the Decalogue, F
shared trust in society. Fal sehood can ensl ave us reebout( JJoehs
8:32). The search and respect for truth is crucial to anyone who follows Christ.

THEREFORE, WE REJECT the practice and pattern of lying that is invading our political and civil life. Politicians, like the rest
of us, are human, fallible, sinful, and mortal. But when public lying becomes so persistent that it deliberately triegefaathdor
ideological, political, or personal gain, the public accountability to truth is undermined. The regular purveying of dalaeldoo
consi stent l' ying by the nationds highest |l eaders caaqvilchar
society, and even the behavior of families and children. The normalization of lying presents a profound moral dangdmitoothe f
society. In the face of lies that bring darkness, Jesus is our truth and our light.

V. WE BELIEVE t hat Chri stés way of | eadership is servanthood, n
tiles (the world) lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. It will not be so among you; but whioester vés
great among you must b e-26) We beliewe ®ur glectred afficidlshee tcatleu & wublit 8ervizes tdicpu
tyranny, so we must protect the limits, checks, and balances of democracy and encourage humility and civility on #lecpeat of
officials. We support democracy, not because we believe in human perfection, but because we do not. The authority aftgevernme
instituted by God to order an unredeemed society for the sake of justice and peace, but ultimate authority belongdonly to Go
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THEREFORE, WE REJECT any moves toward autocratic political leadership and authoritarian rule. We believe authoritarian
political leadership is a theological danger that threatens democracy and the comnm®mugdade will resist it. Disrespect ftine

rule of law, not recognizing the equal importance of our three branches of government, and replacing civility with detgumanizi
hostility toward opponents are of great concern to us. Neglecting the ethic of public service and accountability, inpésamadf
recognition and gain often characterized by offensive arrogance, are not just political issues for us. They raise daepaboanc
political idolatry, accompanied by false and unconstitutional notions of authority.

VI. WE BELIEVE Jesus when he tells us to go into all nations making disciples (Matthew 28:18). Our churches and our nations a
part of an international community whose interests always surpass national boundaries. The rkostwnellerse in the New
Testament starts with AFor God so |l oved the wor !l do bitagtg hn
rather than seek first narrow, nationalistic prerogatives.

THEREFORE, WE REJECT AiAmerica firsto as a theological heresy for
our country, we reject xenophobic or ethnic nationalism that places one nation over others as a political goal. We irggah dom
rather than stewardship of the earthdés resources, t Goddasr d
children. Serving our own communities is essential, but the global connections between us are undeniable. Global pover
environmental damage, violent conflict, weapons of mass destruction, and deadly diseases in some places ultimately affect
places, and we need wise political leadership to deal with each of these.

E ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED for the soul of our nation, but also for our churches and the integrity of our faith.

The present crisis calls us to go deépeteeper into our relationship to God; deeper into our relationships with each other,
especially across racial, ethic, and national lines; deeper into our relationships with the most vulnerable, who astridlgréhe
church is always subject to temptations to power, to cultural conformity, and to racial, class, and gender dividesaras3@8lati

teaches wus. But our answer is to be Ain Christ, o anfdout o #
minds, so that you may discern whatisthe willof @Gadh at i s good and accepta2pl e, and pe
The best response to our political, material, cul t averml r
other gods before med (Exodus 20: 3). Jesus summari zes the
your heart, Your soul, and your mind. This is the first commandment. And the second is like unto it. You shall love ybar ameig

yourself. On these commandments hang all the | aw and the

Afino exceptions. o

We commend this letter to pastors, local churches, and young people who are watching and waiting to see what the tisayches wil
and do at such a time as this. Our urgent need, in a time of moral and political crisis, is to recover the power ofjcmfigsin
Lament, repent, and then repair. If Jesus is Lord, there is always space for grace. We believe it is time to spealkndiaithaact
conscience, not because of politics, but because we are disciples of Jesdst@hvisdbm be all authority, honor, and glory.idt
time for a fresh confession of faith. Jesus is Loolldwsmeéle i
wi || not walk in darkness, bwt will have the | ight of i fe

Signers: Bishop Carroll A. Baltimor@resident and CEO, Global Alliance Interfaith NetwoRev. Dr. Peter BorgdorfExecutive Director Emeritus,
Christian Reformed Church in North Amerida;. Amos BrownChair, Social Justice Commission, National Baptist Convention USA Ree.;Dr.

Walter BrueggemaniRrofessor Emeritus, Columbia Theological Semin&y; Tony CampoloCo-Founder, Red Letter ChristianBr. Iva Carruthers,
General Secretary, Samuel DeWitt Proctor Conferefites Most Rev. Michael B. Currresiding Bishop and Primate, The Episcopal ChuiRay.

Dr. James Forbefresident and Founder, Healing the Nations Foundation and Preaching Professor at Union Theological S&teinafyesley Gran-
berg MichaelsonGeneral Secretary Emeritus, Reformed Church in AmeRes;, Dr. Cynthia HaleSenior Pastor, Ray of Hope Christian Church, Deca-
tur, GA; Rev. Dr. Richard Hamniprmer General Minister and President of the Christian Church (Disciples of CHrst); Dr. Joel C. HunteFaith
Community Organizer and Chairman, Community Resource Net®erk;Dr. Jo Anne LyorGeneral Superintendent Emerita, The Wesleyan Church;
Bishop Vashti McKenziel17th Elected and Consecrated Bishop, AME ChuRsh,. Dr. Otis Moss, JrGo-Convener National African American Clergy
Network;Dr. John PerkingChair Emeritus and Founding Member, Christian Community Development Associisbop Lawrence ReddiclGEO,
Christian Methodist Episcopal Churchky. Richard RohrfFounder, Center for Action and Contemplati®r, Ron SiderPresident Emeritus, Evangelicals
for Social Action;Rev. Jim WallisPresident and Founder, Sojourners; Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins, Director, NCC Truth and Racial Justice Iritiative;
Barbara WilliamsSkinner,Co-Convener, National African American Clergy Network; President, Skinner Leadership In®&isitep Will Willimon,
Bishop, The United Methodist Church, retired, Professor of the Practice of Ministry, Duke Divinity School

ReclaimingJesus.orq
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