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Andreea from Moldova    by Rachel May 

 

Many people ask us why we host?  We start hosting 
through International Hospitality Center (IHC) in 
1994.  Barbara Bancel, the director, told me it was 
a great way to bring the world to your home when 
you couldn't afford to travel. For us it was a way to 
introduce our girls to other culture. Now it is a 
way to fill our empty nest. Andreea Buzdugan was 
our 19th long term student. We actually hosted a 
twentieth while Andreea was here, but Nici never 

attended church--
too bad. As you no-
ticed Andreea likes 
people and likes to 
get involved, so not long after she arrived she asked me, "can I be 
one of the Angels?"  Father Gregory was thrilled to have her, as 
he always is thrilled when kids get involved. During the week she 
attended Aiea High School as a junior. She also help in our 
house, because when you take long term students you have to 
make them your child and give them responsibilities or it won't 
work out. Like all of us, she wasn't perfect, but she always tried 
and was very cheerful. On Monday June 6, we had to take her to 
the airport for her return flight home. :-( While she was traveling 

she turned 18; her birthday is June 7.   
 
Even though this makes us sad, it also 
mean we have a daughter in yet another 
country. We also have a second Moldo-
van girl coming this August.  Will she 
attend St. Mary's?  I hope so, but she 
may chose another church or none at all, 
but I have a feeling she will attend. Our 
congregation is warm and welcoming 
and our Priest isn't long winded and he 
is very personable--what a great combina-
tion! 

Andreea Buzdugan with boarding Mom, Rachel May 

Andreea Buzugan with boarding Dad, Bill May 

Top and bottom photos by Rachel and Bill May 
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The day I dreaded ever since I was a little boy arrived in late after-
noon Feb. 23, 2016. My mom died. The next day was my birthday 
and for the very first time in my life, Barbara Jean Sakashita was 
not there to wish me “happy birthday” as she had done every other 
year of my life. I miss my mom’s love. 

A mother loves unconditionally and will place the needs of her chil-
dren before her own. A mother does not demand that her children 
worship her or sacrifice themselves to make amends, no matter how 
they may have disappointed her. Perhaps for these reasons I turned 
to my mom instead of God more times than not during the lowest 
moments in my life. 

My mom was my first religion teacher, though not a very good one. 
She was a staunch Episcopalian, but she couldn’t explain what that 
meant. And while she tried to teach me to appreciate sincerity in-
stead of status, effort instead of accolades, and love and forgiveness 
instead of self-righteousness and pride, to her chagrin, my behavior oftentimes did not reflect 
those values. 

But she loved me nonetheless. And she embodied the ideals of the Episcopal Church in her own 
way: She examined her religion critically and could disagree with its teachings when she felt it 
was necessary.  

She also could laugh with and love people who didn’t belong to her religion or to any religion 
at all. In fact, my mom married my dad, whose family belonged to the Soto Zen Buddhist tradi-
tion. 

Luckily, the Episcopal Church teaches “God loves you. No exceptions.” Love – divine and oth-
erwise – transcends categories and boundaries, no matter the attempts by some to regulate or 
control whom we love. 

My parents were married at St. Andrew’s Cathedral – an Episcopal church. Her funeral was 
there, too. I also married a Buddhist and we had our wedding in Scotland, at a church formerly 
called St. Andrew’s. Though my mom and I were the two Christians in a family of five, truth be 
told, the non-Christians in the family reflected mom’s values better than I ever did. I hope my 
children follow in their ways. 

It is difficult watching your mother die. It’s difficult to see the woman who gave you life lose 
hers. During my mom’s last days, I sat at her bedside trying to align my breath with hers. I im-
agined that if I synchronized our breathing, I could somehow give her some of my strength so 
that her body didn’t have to fight the illness by itself.  

 

Jay Sakashita 

Photo by Fr. David Blanchett 

Cont. on page 5 
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= service to homeless, working poor,   
immigrants and domestic violence  
victims, etc. 

Please Give 

How could God allow good people to suffer? Why would God take any mother away from her 
children? Such questions used to cause me deep anguish, but no longer because the answer (if 
there is one) doesn’t matter. I’ve forgiven God instead. 

My mom was different. Throughout her illness, my mom was not angry with God. She did not 
abandon God. Her love remained unconditional. My mom lived for 76 years. But the quality of 
life is not simply determined by its length, but by its width and depth – and by the people we 
love. By these criteria, she had a good life. When she could still talk, I asked her to tell me 
what was the best about her life. She said there were so many things, but when I pressed her to 
name just one, she said, “Your dad. He is so good to me.” My mom is no longer here to teach 
me, but I continue to learn from my dad. 

I still have conversations with my mom as I walk to and from my religion classes. I tell her 
how we are trying to cope with life without her. I tell her how lonely I feel. I tell her about her 
grandchildren, and when I do this, I am filled with happiness and sadness at the same time – 
happy thinking about how much they loved each other and the good times they shared, but sad 
knowing such good times will never occur again. There are days when I want to cancel my 
classes, but I don’t because my mom was a dedicated elementary school teacher. And while she 
is not here anymore, I still try to make her proud of me.  

The love of a mother for her child is not bound to any particular faith or religion. It transcends 
anything and everything. A mother’s love is not even limited to life itself. It can find its way 
through the dark moments of emptiness and sorrow and reach of grieving son who has lost his 
mom. 

By the time this comes to print, Mother’s Day will have passed. (My mom also tried to teach 
me not to procrastinate.) Still, I want to wish all mothers a belated “Happy Mother’s Day” just 
the same. And though I know my mom will never again read my Mid-Week column, I want to 
extend the sentiment to her as well.  

“Happy Mother’s Day, Mom.” I miss you very much. 

 

Jay Sakashita teaches religion courses at Leeward Community College and UH Manoa.   

Jay’s article was published on Oahu in the Midweek on May 18, 2016.  He writes under the 

heading, Misfit Spirit.  Misfitspirit808@gmail.com 
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Happy Anniversary to the beautiful 

couple: Gwynn and Gregory Johnson 

Performed by Fraisvie Wedding 

  Photos by David Blanchett 

Photos left and middle by Charlene Date; Right Fr. Blanchett 
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The June meeting of the ECW was held at St. Mary’s of 

Mo’ili’ili with Father Gregory Johnson conducting  

morning devotions and a tour and explanation of the once 

a month Resource Center services provided to the home-

less in the community.  This  one-stop Resource Center 

brings agencies such as IHS, Housing services, Veterans 

assistance, UH medical school students and others        

together at St. Mary’s to provide essential services to the 

homeless.  Program also includes lunch,  grocery bags 

through the Food Bank and donated clothing and           

toiletries.   

 

Father Gregory explained the use of the guest house and 

shared a story about the shed outside of Hale Mo’ili’ili.    

A homeless person sleeps in the shed.  He happens to be a painter by trade and in thanksgiv-

ing for this arrangement, he is volunteering to paint Hale Moili’ili.   

 

Following the tour and business meeting, ECW members enjoyed lunch.  

Photo of ECW meeting held at St. Mary of 
Mo’ili’ili June 18, 2016 by Janice  Motoshige 

Photos by Janice MotoShige 



NEXT GATHERING 

Saturday July 30th, 10am  

Conference Room 

My Bright Abyss 
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Held at the 

Calvary by the 
Sea Lutheran 

Church 

 

Robert Joseph, 
76 of Honolulu 
was a professor 

emeritus of 

Astronomy at 
the University 
of Hawaii at 

Manoa. 

 

He died in  

Honolulu  

May 9, 2016 

July Reading August Reading September Reading October Reading 

Book of the Month Readers meet the last Saturday of the Month at 

St. Mary of Mo’ili’ili at 10am in the Conference Room. 

Feel Free to join us!  We’d love to have you! 

Photos by 

Fr. David blanchett 



It’s 1:35am June 
30th in Anchor-

age, Alaska and I am writing what I hope is 
the last page I have to do to complete the 
July issue of The Journey.   

 

If I finish it soon, I will be able to send it to 
the church Parish Administrator to proof 
read.  I believe that Charlene Date is one of 
the best proof readers I know. She does an 
excellent job and is one of the key reasons 
our newsletters are such a success - read by 
people and appreciated in over six states 
plus Korea and Australia. 

 

Though the associate pastor of St. Mary’s, I 
am in Alaska for a few months to visit family and friends.  While I am in Alaska I will be preaching at St. 
Christopher Episcopal Church and later this morning will be working in a Food Pantry which is open to 
the homeless/needed every Thursday between the hours of 10am and 12noon. 

 

Rev. Martha Blanchett who is the Ecumenical Associate at St. Mary, came first to Alaska to attend her 
denomination’s Annual Conference.  As you remember she is with the African Methodist Episcopal Zion 
Church.  She will return to Hawaii in August, but while here, she is preaching, teaching, singing, attend-
ing Bible Study, playing piano - you know, just being Martha. 

 

The photo above is the quilt I was making and trying to complete before my Alaska trip.  It looks like it 
is finished, but it is not - needs the backing.  I will finish it when I return to quilting class in August. 

 

Photo bottom left is our daughter Charity who is a twin.  As I was leaving to vacation, she was arriving 
in Hawaii to live.  Charity will be staying at our place until August and then will find a place of her own.   

 

As for the bottom 
right photo, don’t 
Rev. Martha look 
good? She is wearing 
a traditional “kuspak” 
of her Yupik Tribe.    

 

Now that I said nice 
things from the heart 
about my wife, I’m 
going to close this 
out and go to bed. 

 

Peace of the Lord be 
with you always,   

Fr. Blanchett, Editor 
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5-Shizuko Sasabuchi 
8-Clarence Tom 

16-Yoshi Sasabuchi 
22-Pablo Secretaria 

June 17, 2015 
June 12, 2016 
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Saturdays  8:30am 

Gathering Room 

Every Saturday 

10:30-11:30am 

Gathering Room 

Every Sunday 

8:00am-8:45am 

ZUMBA 

CLASS 

HULA 

MINISTRY 

TAI CHI 

CLASS 

YOGA CLASS 

Tuesdays 10:00am 

Gathering Room 

2062 South King Street 

Honolulu, HI 96826 

Email: saint.marys@hawaiiantel.net 
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Web:  http://www.stmaryshawaii.org 

St. Mary 

 

 

of Mo’ili’ili 
10-Christopher Mok 

10-Aiko Fung 

18-Bernice Tawarahara 

27-Gregory Holmes 

28-Laurie Lee 
July 28 - 10am 

In Gathering Room 

Volunteers report at 9am 

Gathering Room 

Sunday , 17th 10:15 AM 

Conference Room  
To Receive 

The Journey contact: 

fatherblanchett@gmail.com 

JOURNEY EDITOR:  

Fr. David H. Blanchett  

 

10:00am   Gathering Room 

Tri Church:    

LUCY QUILTING CIRCLE  
Every Tuesday 9:30am– 2pm  

at:  St. Luke’s Episcopal Church  

Every Wednesday  10:00 AM 

Gathering Room  

4-Jay & Chelsey Chow 
21-Bill & Jackie Mok 

22-Mike & Mish Kuklok 

http://www.stmaryshawaii.org
http://www.stmaryshawaii.org/newsletters.html
https://www.facebook.com/St.Marys.Honolulu
https://www.facebook.com/St.Marys.Honolulu
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